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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

Do not open this booklet untit you are told to do so.
Follow all instructions carefully.

Answer all questions.
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Section A: Vocabulary MCQ (6 X 1 mark)-

For questions 1 o 6, four options aro given. One of them is the comect answer. Wiite the
correct number(1, 2, 3 or 4) in the brackets provided.

1.

When the lift suddenly stopped mioving, my fathier pressed the alarm bution

(1) shilly @ hardy

(3) excitedly | @) incessantly - ¢ )

. As'they were unhappy with ttieir monitor for being unfair, the students ,weﬁt to

their form teacher to . _
‘-.'(1) argue - . (2) - complain . = S
CL3). oiticise T . - (4)  reprimand - : ()

" The.Head Prefeci . im déiiéhi when she was told she.Would preseént

a souvenir {o Princess Catherine.

{1)  strutted {2} snarled

(3} squealed {4) squirmed { )

On Teachers' Day every year, students show to their teachers by
showering them with gifts and cards.

)] pleas-ure {2) kindness
-(3)  hospifality (4)  appreciation ( )
It was how the two men could have sneaked into the MRT depot {6

splash paint on the trains as the whole place was tightly guarded.

{1)  unclear _ . {2) undecided
- (3 - unplanned ... 4 unimportant SRR CUNRIES BE
Several old buildings are being to make way for new ones.
{1} damaged {2y  destroyed
(3) demolished 4) deteriorated ( )




Section B: Grammay MCQ (6 X 1.mark) |
_ For questions 7 to 12, four opliocns dro' given. One of thein is the correct answer. Write tha
corract number {1, 2, 3 or 4) in the bracksls provided.

10.

11

12.

“You've made those same misiakes again! How rnany times §

remind you to check your work thoroughly before handing # in?” his mothersaid -~ -

(1) wit (2) must
(3)  shas @) cami®t . _(-_ )

I know your parents are atfendmg tha Meet—ﬂw—?afeﬁts Sessmn bist you have noi
submitted the reply glip, : o

() aeyou - (Z}haveyou

_ (3) arethey (4}ha\feﬂ1w I B
To hersu;pdse Hnsda foundthatshe 3 onti‘negrassinfront—ofanc-ﬂd
wooden housel
(1) sis @ sat’

(3) issitting (4)  was sitling ( )
Kenji has completed all his homework, ____ heis allowed fo go to the
playground.

(1) or, 2 i

(3) so (4) than ( )
John and Mary helped to the scrumptious spread on the buffet table.
(1) . herself (2)  himself ‘ -
“There is no one in the classroom, so why those jights and fans not
switched off?” the teacher asked the prefect.

(1} is (2) was

(3) are @) were, 0 )



Section C: mmm@(sxzm)

Read the passage below and answer questions 13 o 17. Your answers must bo based

on the passage.

Have you ever heard someone use the phrase “once in ablue moon*? -People
Use this expression to describe somiething that dods not hiipben very often. For
example, someone may say that he tries to avld-eating sweets because they are .
unhealthy, but will eat mbqolate. “once in a blue moon”. Another person who does
not usually fike to go to the beach may say, i visit the seashore oncein ablue -

‘moon.” While many people use this phrase, not everyone knows it meariing, '

~ Thefirstthing to know fs that the moon itsetf!snever éﬁd_al!y'blue'."rhis is just
an expression. The phrase "biue moon” actually hastodowiﬂw the shape of the .~ .
mooh, ndtthe colour. - < - ..o -
As the moon travels around the earth, it appears fo change shape. We use
certain names for certain phases of the moon. For example, when we see a small
part of the moon, it is called a crescent moon, A crescent is a shapethat looks like- .
the tip of a finger. When we cannot see the moon at all, it is called a new moon.

Whenwecans;_eeﬂleenﬁremoon.itiscaﬂedafuumoon.

Usually, there is only one full moon every monthSmnetm however, there”
will be two full moons in one month. Whe#s this"happens; the' sécond full moon is
cafled a "blue moon™.

. Over the next twenty years, thiere will 6nly-be fifieen "b!L.r'e' moons" As yo'u can’

"see, a “blue moon” is & very rare event. This fact has led people to use the
expression “once in a blue moon” to describe other very rare events in their lives.

Source: httpdlengﬁshforeve:yme.org}
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For each question from 13 to 17, four options are given. One of them is the coirect
answer. Write the coirect number (1, 2, 3 or 4) in the biackets provided.

13.. When something happens “once in a blue moor, it means that it

happens.
- {1)  never
(2) hardly
(3) szlways
. {4y regularly _ ‘ | < )
A iﬁb?“@?héﬁéd.'“‘e.ourﬁngemps.
(@) new-.
(3) " blue - - ‘ | .
_(-4}__.._.0!'3‘-369[11 LT o )

15. A *blue moon” is said to have ocourred when

(1)  the colour of the moon is blue
{2) we cannot see the moon at ali
-{3) there are two fili moons ina month
(4) we can only see a small part of the maon ( )

16. What does “This fact’ in the last paragraph refer to?

{1)  There are only fifteen moons left.

(2) Itis very seidom that a blue moon is seen.

(3) A blue moon is actually the shape of the moon. _

(4)  People like to use the expression "once in a blue oo’ ( )

17. Based on the text, which of the following slatements is frue?

(1)  Everybedy knows that the second fuli moon is always blue.

(2)  The colour of the moon changes as it travels around the earth.

{3) Nobody knows for sure why the second full moon is described as ‘plue’.
{(4) -When thefe afe two full moons in a month, the-one thaf is invisible is blue.

{ )
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Section D: Vocabulary Cloze (8. X 1 mark) .

Read the following passage carefuliy Choose ﬁie most suitable word given in the box
and write its letter (A to M) in each blank. The letter (1) has been omiited to avoid
confusion in marking.

USE AWORD ONCE ONLY.

{A) cabinet {B) chest {C) encourage (D} flicker
(E) groped (locale ~ (G)pacy  (H)plunged '.
) relaxed (K) refieved | () remove (M) shriek

I was watohlng tetems&on together Wlﬂ‘l merest of my famniy one evenmg Suddenly the

ﬁghts began to {18) M .‘_‘ _'and then they went out completely The whole - -
housewas (18) __~ ino darkness. "

My baby sister gave out a {20) and started to cry because
she was afraid of the dark. 1 went over to (21} ' her. Meanwhile, my
father (22) | in the dark, hunfing for candles:

My mother had kept some candles in the {23)._. - of drawers in
the kitchen. Finally, my father managed to (24) _ the cand!es and he lit
a few with a lighter. We weié fv D , ﬂxere was some l:ghL

e




Section E: Grammar Cloze (8 X 1 mark)

Read the following passages carefully. Choose the correct word from the words aiven in -

the box and wiilte its letter (A to M) in each blank. The letter {f) hias been onitted to avoid
confusion in marking.

Passage 1
USE AWORD ONCE ONLY.
{A) cycle .-+ (Bjoycles - (C) cycled
(D} cycling _ (E}iscycling {F) was cycling

Derek does different types of exercises every day. He usually

@6 . _from 5.00 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. every.avening. Derek says this is the

besttimeof the day for 27) © . . as the weathers cool but fie 4150 has fo

take extra precautions because the roads are at their busiest then. Once, Derek almost

met with an accident when he (28) home.

One thing Derek will never do is to (29) ‘ in the rain as he hates
getiing drenched. -
Passage 2

USE AWORD ONCE ONMLY. . )
©)to {H) out () by

(K) under o {L} against .. (M through -

One night, Henry was suddenly awakened (30) a noise. He
peeped (31) of his window and saw two men behaving suspiciously.

Hensy watched .as the two men carried é. ladder t¢ the mango tree and leaned il

(3é) ' the tree. One of them v\;ho had' a basket tied

{33) his back started climbing up the ladder. Henry re.used they

were irying to steal his mangoesl
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'Section F: Comprehension OE (5 x 2 marks).
Readﬂvepasmgebelowandmwerquesﬁonsﬁtoss

A sudden cry for help broke the stiliness of the air. Immiediately, Musa

| headed in the direction of the cry and soon came to a brick wall. Then the ety

«came again from behind the wal

Musa hesitated for a moment before he clinibed the wall cautiously. His
‘hieart began to ‘beat rather rapidly. The sight which grested his eyes almost
made him laugh. ‘out joud. A plump boy was clmging to a branch of an old tree

o while hNo bull dogs sat below him. -

i i .

“You deserve tﬁisl’ Musa romarked, “You inisst have gone round pulling

the tails of cals and dogs again!” Musa thoughtto himself, "It is funny watching
the m:schievous boy being played cut by his ‘own prank. Lately he has been
|-amusing hurnself by disturbing the neighbours’ pei;

. However, Musa siill feit sorry for the boy end was about fo assist him
when the owner of the two bull dogs appeared'._ The owner gave the boy a
stern warning and-told.him that he would inform his parents of his mischief.

Story adapted frorn passage found in “Engﬁsh Simulated Pilot Emmnatton Papers (South East
Publications})

" Al anétq}efsiimbst be based ori the given text. Answer in complete sententes.

34. What attracted Musa's attention to the brick wall?
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35.

37.

38.

How do you think Musa must have felt when he climbed the wall?

Wiy did the plump boy cling to the branch of an old free?

Which word in tﬁe bassége tells us'that the piukﬁp bby needed h‘efp badly? -

Why was Musa amused by what he saw?

End-of—i’aper

@
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Answer

NAN HUA PRIMARY SCHOOL
Semestral Assessment (2) 2012
Primary 3~ English

& Q What attractedl Musas attentlon‘ to the bnck wall’? T

A: A cry for help attracted Musa's attention to the brick walil.

35

Q: How do you thmk Musa must have felt when he chmbed
the wall?

A: Musa must have felt scared when he chmbed the wall.

36

Q: Why did the plump boy cling to the branch of an old tree?

A: The plump boy clung to the branch of an old tree as he was
afraid of the two dogs.

37

Q: Which word in the passage tells us that the plump.boy
needed help badly?

A: The word is 'pleaded'.

38

Q: Why was Musa amused by what he saw?

A: He was amused because the mischievous boy was being
played out by his own prank.
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